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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which papers 
have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on September 08, 2004 is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claiml is objected to because of the following informalities: claim 1, lines 4-5, the 
limitation "a control line a and driving line" is unclear. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Ooishi (U.S. Pat. 
No. 6,349,065). 

Regarding claim 1, Ooishi discloses a method of driving and testing a semiconductor 
memory device, wherein the semiconductor memory device comprises a plurality of word lines 
and corresponding driving circuits, and each driving circuit is controlled by a control line [a] and 
driving line (col. 8, lines 1 5+): entering a testing mode (in a test mode), selecting a plurality of 
word lines controlled by a driving line (col. 8, lines 15+); enabling control lines corresponding to 
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the plurality of word lines; enabling the driving line; and turning on the word lines, transferring a 
driving signal through the control lines to the word lines (col 9, lines 14+; col. 10, lines 30+; col. 
11, lines 15+). 

Regarding claim 2, Ooishi discloses the method of driving and testing a semiconductor 
memory device as claimed in claim 1, further comprising after a predetermined time, disabling 
the driving line to turn off the word lines, while the control line remains in an enabled state (col. 
14, lines 15+). 

Regarding claim 3, Ooishi discloses the method of driving and testing a semiconductor 
memory device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the semiconductor memory device is a DRAM 
(col. 8, lines 5+). 

Regarding claims 4-5, Ooishi discloses the method of driving and testing a 
semiconductor memory device as claimed in claim 1, wherein the voltage signal of the control 
lines is pulled to a low potential level to enable the control lines to couple to the selected word 
lines (figure 5, P-type transistor 213 turns on when the a potential level control signal applying to 
the gate of the transistor 213). 

Regarding claim 6, Ooishi discloses the method of driving and testing a semiconductor 
memory device as claimed in claim 2, wherein the voltage signal of the driving line is pulled 
from a high potential level to a low potential level to disable the driving line, and the control line 
remains at a high potential level (col. 14, lines 15+). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gene N Auduong whose telephone number is (571) 272-1773. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Nelms can be reached on (571) 272-1787. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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